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CURATOR’S NOTE
¢

rt is an expression of human creative skill and imagination

that human beings create to convey ideas, impressions

or beauty that can be felt from things around us. The May
issue of Sawasdee Pocket Guide, is using art as a medium to guide
travelers under the Art Appreciation theme — whereby we will take you
to see some of the coolest art spaces around Bangkok, explore art and
fashion museums in Milan, admire art and design exhibitions in Sydney
and visit Salvador Dali’s surreal museum in Spain. Join us in our

art-inspired travels.
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Experience the convenience of managing flights,
real-time notification, and accessing exclusive
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and visit the Hua Takhe old market

egardless of the destination, if there is a narrative touching on
art and culture, then it is bound to attract visitors’ attention.
“Bangkok” has many tourist attractions known for art and
community life, waiting to be discovered. One such location that
should not be missed is the Hua Takhe old market with its classic retro
atmosphere and riverside community vibe. It is on par to going back
in time and experiencing the simple way of village life filled with a rustic
charm. This iconic village has an abundance of smiles and fun resonating

from both Thais and foreign tourists alike.
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A community of Thal ways

he first highlight upon

arrival at this old market - Sl f .;,,

community in Lat Krabang
district is a high bridge that

crosses over a canal. You will see

a visible sign “Hua Takhe Old
Market” which dates back to the fifth reign and is a confluence of three
canals namely Prawet Burirom, Lam Pla Thio and Hua Takhe — the
latter’s name meaning “crocodile’s head”. On both sides of the bridge
overlooking the canal is a nostalgic line of century-old wooden houses,
a popular check-in spot for tourists. Inside the Hua Takhe old market,
you will experience a unigue atmosphere of the old times and the
simple life of villagers. There are shops, traditional grocery stores and

community knowledge centers to visit.
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Enjoying art in the heart
of this old market
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n addition to being a commercial area,

the market is known for its art because

of its proximity to Bunditpatanasilpa
Institute’s College of Fine Arts; hence the

community is decorated with street art.

There is also a gallery showing artworks. Additionally, the community
organizes art workshops on drawing, painting, and creating various
craftwork such as embroidery, sculpture and woodwork. If you have all
day to travel, then you will be spoiled for choices, be it any form of art

created by your own hands.
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Café, kayaking
and boat trip with cats

part from small restaurants
that will fill your stomach,
such as the Rong Klueng
noodle shop (its name derived from its

proximity to the only lathe shop

in the community) which promises to
recharge your energy at lunch time, there are shops selling Pad Thai
noodles and fried oysters as well. Also featured are chic cafes such
as the Na Lat Krabang homemade café which specializes in shaved
ice desserts, the Si Yaek Huatakhe Cafe & Guesthouse located
inside a 40-year-old house (the 2016 Outstanding Architectural
Conservation Building recognized by the Association of Siam
Architects). A continuous flow of tourists come to sit and relax here.

The upper floor functions as a guest house.

In the evening you can go paddling in the canal with cats from the guest
house. The boat ride is actually an environmental mission to help collect

trash in the canal. Anyone who is a cat lover should not miss this.

For those who opt for kayaking instead, can enjoy the village atmosphere
and a service fee of 350 Baht per hour; if you collect more than 10 pieces
of garbage from the canal, a special discount will knock off the rental
fee to 100 Baht per hour.
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Travel’s Guide

The Hua Takhe Old Market opens from 10.00-18.00
everyday and is easy to reach

e Take the Airport Rail Link to the Lat Krabang Station, get on
the minibus N0.333 or taxi-meter to Lat Krabang Soi 17 or the
Udomphon Market, walk a short distance and you will arrive at
Hua Takhe Old Market.

e Take the train to Hua Takhe train station, get on minibus
N0.333 or taxi-meter to Lat Krabang Soi 17 or the Udomphon
Market, walk a short distance and you will arrive at Hua Takhe
Old Market.

e Travel via personal vehicle, park at Udomphon market and

cross the bridge on foot to Hua Takhe Old Market.
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THAI
TINATION

PIN YOUR
DESTINATION ON

ART SPACES IN
BANGKOK

angkok is home to the largest number of art galleries
and art spaces in Thailand. The capital is also a center
of art and culture that attracts a continuous stream
of art enthusiasts. We want to recommend you to visit three

interesting art spaces.
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Bangkok Art & Culture Center

n art gallery is a meeting place for art lovers. In the heart of
the city, a nine-storey building built in a contemporary design
commands attention with its white color tone. The interior
embraces its open space with natural light. The building was created
to be a source of learning and development in arts and culture with the

highest quality standards.

The gallery, regarded as one of the top art spaces in Bangkok, hosts
various rotating exhibitions every year — musical performances, dramas,
literary works, and talks. These are also held in collaboration with
international art organizations. Artworks by famous international artists
and various activities are also organized to show the value and meaning

of art from different perspectives.

Opening Hours: 10:00-20:30, Tuesday - Sunday
(closed Mondays, New Year’s holiday and Songkran festival)
Website: www.bacc.or.th
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Museum of Contemporary Art
(MOCA)

illionaire business executive

Boonchai Bencharongkul has

always been fascinated by the
exquisite beauty of Thai art. That is why
the 20,000-square meter Museum of
Contemporary Art showcases over 800
masterpieces from Boonchai’'s private
collection. They are on display from the 2nd
floor to the 5th floor, the latter also featuring
diversified artworks from other nations.
MOCA pays homage to the talent and skills of Thai artists, who are on

par with artists from all over the world. In addition, there are also paintings,

Photo credit: mocabangkok.com




sculptures, graphic arts, and other contemporary media from both
Thai and international artists. Inside the museum is a souvenir shop and
facilities to accommodate the disabled, a policy that shows MOCA

supports every individual to have equal access to the aesthetics of art.

Opening Hours: 10:00-18:00, Tuesday - Sunday (closed Mondays)
Website : www.mocabangkok.com
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River City Bangkok

iver City Bangkok is

an iconic 40-year-old

glass building which

sits on the banks of the Chao

Phraya River on the Si Phraya

Pier. It is a hub and center for

art and antiques that collectors

visit, owing to a constant stream of international and local exhibitions
staged throughout the year; in addition to shops, artworks, handicraft
products, souvenirs and antiques all available in one place. There are
rotating exhibitions held throughout the year, with an antique auction

held on the first Saturday of the month as well.

Opening Hours: 10:00-20:00, Open Daily
Website: www.rivercitybangkok.com
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Find more colorful experinces on the Thai Airways network at sawasdee.thaiairways.com
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A LOOK AT

THROUGH THREE MUSEUMS IN MILAN

_I‘ /" ilan is known as the fashion center of the world. At the

same time, it has been a culturally rich city since ancient
times. Get to know Milan through three museums from three

different eras that perfectly combine art and fashion.
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A DECADE OF CREATIVITY AT

\NI/STLOS

o celebrate four decades of
creativity, leading fashion
brand Giorgio Armani has
launched Armani/Silos, a permanent
exhibition space in the heart of Milan
featuring the work of legendary
fashion designer Giorgio Armani.
It first opened on April 30, 2015.
The building was converted from

an old granary built in 1950 with

an area of over 4,500 square meters,
collecting works from 1980 until the present time. It showcases
over 600 pieces of fashion clothing and over 200 accessories.
Inside the facility, a revolving festival extravaganza features an arsenal

of digital data, bookshops, and chic cafés.

Architecturally, the four-story
building is designed in a simple
geometric shape. Cutting back on

extravagant decorations, there is

- L
i 3

an original honeycomb-shaped

warehouse which is preserved to

L

create a dimensional open space.

#
F

The name Silos was inspired by the

hy g

building used to store food — Armani

-

i

described food as essential to life.

=t Location: 40 Bergognone Street, Milan
y website: www.armanisilos.com

Photo credit: www.armanisilos.com
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EXPLORE ART AND CULTURE AT

\/Z1ONE PRADA

atrizio Bertelli and his wife Miuccia Prada founded a cultural
institution Fondazione Prada in 1993, dedicating it to
artistic exhibitions, film, photography, philosophy, dance, and
architecture projects. It is based in Largo Isarco, South of Milan.
The place itself was converted from a brewery built more than 100
years ago. It was renovated from seven existing structures comprising
of a warehouse, laboratory, beer production tank and three new

buildings to be used as multipurpose areas for displaying art installations

Photo credit: Fondazione Prada



and exhibitions. The movie theater has a permanent program of film
screenings and seminars. Featured are projects created by famous film
directors such as Pedro Almoddovar, Roman Polanski and Damien Hirst.
Bar Luce, a café designed by film director Wes Anderson, captures
the atmosphere of Milan from the 50s and 60s with its bright-colored
furniture. Adding a nostalgic touch is a coin-operated jukebox and

a pinball game table.

Location: 2 Largo Isarco, Milan
website: www.fondazioneprada.org
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LEARN ABOUT MILAN’S
FASHION HISTORY AT

 MORANDO

alazzo Morando is a Baroque building in Milan that was

home to the Bolognini family until 1945, before being passed

over to the city of Milan in the early 20th century. The iconic
building is located in the heart of the fashionable district, on the
very central Via Sant'Andrea. Featuring the 18th century family
heirloom, Palazzo Morando is divided into two parts: the exhibits on
social and cultural evolution of Milan from the second half of the 17th
century to the beginning of the 20th century which include paintings
about Milan in the Napoleonic and Austrian eras, and the display of
furniture, sculptures, and antiques from the family’s personal
collection. The museum also showcases fashion history of the city’s
residents, including clothing and accessories of people from
the 17th to 21st centuries.

Location: 6 Via Sant’Andrea, Milan
website: www.comune.milano.it/web/palazzo-morando

Photo credit: commune.milano.it
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More amazing inspirations around the network at sawasdee.thaiairways.com
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IMMERSE YOURSELF
IN MILAN

Uncover the heart of Italy through THAI's seamless travel adventure. Embark on a non-stop
journey to iconic destinations and seamlessly connect to explore the essence of Milan.
Experience the country's vibrant culture, haute couture fashion, exquisite cuisine,

and soulful arts and music.

Book now and immerse yourself in the real Milan with us.

thaiairways.com
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PLAN AHEAD

COME AND ENJOY
AR T IN

rom mid-May till the end of September is a good time for art and

design enthusiasts to escape the heat to the cool weather of

Sydney, Australia. Get ready to immerse yourself in world-class
festivals such as Vivid Sydney and the Big Design Market, two important

multidisciplinary art events held throughout the city.
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CELEBRATE CREATIVITY, ART, INNOVATION, AND TECHNOLOGY!
24 May - 15 June 2024

ake your first stop at Vivid Sydney, Australia’s largest
annual festival. This year’s theme is “Vivid Sydney,
Humanity”, which explores the true meaning of humanity and
how we can make the world a better place. Throughout 23 days, from
dawn till dusk, people all over the city will experience the wonders of art,
combined with innovation and technology — interpreted into a spectacle
of light, color, and sound. Marvel at more than 60 iconic landmarks in

the city.
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The most outstanding location
is the 50-year-old landmark
Sydney Opera House with its
display of impressive art pieces
that appear to glow and come
to life, enabling visitors to feel
as if they are one with the

artworks.

Visitors can admire decoration of lights on the Sydney Harbour Bridge,
the musical water show at Circular Quay, and walk through the Royal
Botanic Gardens decorated like a scene in a fairytale. You can also enjoy
concerts from over 100 leading artists at various venues or join some of
Australia’s top artists on stage for thought provoking talks to give you
a new perspective on life. Vivid Sydney is a must-see destination of the

year.
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DO
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KNOW?

Vivid Sydney is recognized by the International Festivals & Events Association
(IFEA), winning 17 awards at the IFEA Pinnacle Awards 2023, and was voted
Australia’s Best Tourism Event in 2013-2015 and 2017-2020.
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SHOP TILL YOU DROP FOR THREE DAYS
IN THE WONDERLAND OF HANDICRAFTS
20-22 September 2024

he Carriageworks building

in Sydney dating back more

than 100 years ago will be
filled with colors of happiness once
again because this year it will serve as
the venue for the Big Design Market,
a so-called flea market of design work
by more than 200 leading manufacturers and designers. This event is a
perfect blend of art, crafts, and technology. A plethora of products on
display will include household items, textiles, scented candles, skincare
products, fashionable items, accessories, ceramics, stationary, lifestyle

products, gadgets, products for pets and gifts for children.

Photo credit Facebook: The Big Design Market
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To ensure that visitors can shop in
a relaxed manner, there will be
a dedicated food and drink corner
waiting to welcome foodies from
all over the world. So get ready to
pamper your palates with award-
winning Italian cuisine, hamburgers,
ice-cream, homemade egg tarts, chocolate, fruit juice, coffee, wine,
whiskey and craft beer to name a few. There will also be a special area
for children to nurture their creativity, so that adults can enjoy walking

around the event.

toudnIRUAaoA 3 Ju
TuAunAUVAA9ssEVoTILLiTD
20 - 22 NUYIYU 2567

Carriageworks 81A13%15984818031508UN

Faddaziaulunieddunriiniugudnass

-l"-'u'lu'_lﬂ il

s zluaa 7R The Big Design Market PRt AT n

Y, = ¢ Y A Y, s \ ik N ‘I.,j'h ; .: L o i
G\ﬁ']ﬂﬂ@i')ﬂ“qum%uqﬂﬂ%ma@LL@%Uﬂ@@ﬂLL‘U‘U LSS W m}hﬁ Lt '.—

YUUINIT 200 518 ANSOUANUUNAUDFUANLLDNANHALANIEAINUNUIIENTT NAUNEIU
149150 As1NE wazinaluladlneg1aesn dlidenadasuauadltlutiy dave Hsuneu
HANAUIMUITINT NUUNTY 1pTeUseRu Wwlin 1WhIeelsu Kandatataled aunsal

Esumalulad dumdmsudniides lUaudswesidmsunn

The Big Design Market is known as a flea market for high quality craftsmanship.
Entrance fee is at 6 AUD per person. Children under 12 years old get in free
of charge.
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Carriageworks was initially a locomotive construction and maintenance site, built
between 1880 and 1889 until the mass strike of migrant workers (Great Strike
of 1917). It was re-developed in 2007 into one of the most famous and important
contemporary art organizations of Australia.
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More wonderful inspirations around the world at sawasdee.thaiairways.com
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https://sawasdee.thaiairways.com/category/inspiration

IMMERSE YOURSELF
IN THE DOWN UNDER

Prepare for an unforgettable voyage with THAI as the authentic charm of Australia
is unveiled. Embark on seamless journeys to renowned destinations and unearth
the wonders of the Down Under, where nature thrives in its purest form,

reminiscent of fairy tales.
Book your adventure and explore the soul of Australia.

thaiairways.com > Melbourne | Perth | Sydney

S THAI

A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER Tt Smooth as silk



TURNED INTO MUSEUMS

here is a saying that a “home” is more than just a place to live
in — it is a gathering place of love, memories and reflects the
identity of the residents. We would like to take you to see “artists’
houses” which are currently functioning as museums for public to see
their private spaces firsthand and experience their source of inspiration

enabling them to create their works of art.
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-REDERIC LEIGHTON - LEIGHTON
HOUSE MUSEUM
_LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

Frederic Leighton or Lord Leighton
was a famous English painter who
lived in the Victorian age. His works
were famous among the elite and
depicted historical, biblical and
classical subject matter in an
academic style. Leighton House is located on Kensington Road,
London. This was home to Lord Leighton and featured a beautifully
decorated interior with a bizarre mix of Arabic architecture, Egyptian
woodwork, and Turkish hand-decorated tiles. Throughout 30 years of
living in this house, Lord Leighton gradually decorated each corner of
the home to make it a unique Victorian gentleman’s home and personal

art studio. Website: www.rbkc.gov.uk/museums

Frederic Leighton - Leighton House Museum
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PIERRE-AUGUSTE RENOIR - RENOIR’S
FAMILY HOUSE
ESSOYES VILLAGE, FRANCE

Essoyes is a rural village in

Champagne, France and

IS synonymous with the

Impressionist artist Pierre-

Auguste Renoir. This is

where the world-famous

Renoir and his family

lived. Seeing his house,

private studio, beautiful garden, and peaceful natural surroundings
allows one to understand why Renoir’s brush strokes convey a sense
of calm and happiness.

Website: www.renoir-essoyes.fr

Pierre-Auguste Renoir — Renoir’s Family House
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VANESSA BELL AND DUNCAN GRANT
- CHARLESTON HOUSE
SUSSEX, UNITED KINGDOM

A vacation home in Charleston
owned by Vanessa Bell and Duncan

Grant (two famous artists of the early

20th century), once served as a safe

haven during the atrocities of World

War |. It also served as an inspiration

for the duo to create many paintings.

The home’s walls were decorated by both artists. Appliances such as
furniture and bookshelves has been untouched by time and left in its
original condition. In addition to serving its purpose as a museum, there
is a café, souvenir shop and exhibition space in the farmhouse area.

Website: www.charleston.org.uk/house/

Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant - Charleston House
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REMBRANDT - REMBRANDT
HOUSE MUSEUM
AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS

Rembrandt was both a painter and

] .
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Il H '
S > 121 #HE a print maker who was immensely

influential in the world of art.
His five-storey home was a family
residence, a studio, and a drawing
school for practicing artists in the
early 17th century. The highlight of the museum is the display of art
supplies that Rembrandt actually used, photo printing tools and some
artwork reflecting the god-given skills of this world-class painter.

Website: www.rembrandthuis.nl/en/

Rembrandt - Rambrandt House Museum
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GEOFFREY BAWA - HOUSE NUMBER 1
COLOMBO, SRI LANKA

Let us cross over to the Asian

zone and take a look at the house

of Geoffrey Bawa, a Sri Lankan

architect. He is considered to

have been the most influential

architect since the 70s. Bawa

was known for his Tropical Modern architectural style that inspired
the design of many resorts in Asia. Bawa’s house, which was once his
residence and home office, is now open to public. Enthusiasts are
welcome to join scheduled tours. The architect’s private residence
features a bedroom and living room that have been maintained to keep
their original look. At the same time, some areas of the house have
been transformed into a hotel for admirers to enjoy the Bawa style in its
entirety.

Website: www.geoffreybawa.com/number-11

Geoffrey Bawa - House Number 11
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Find more mesmerizing destination at sawasdee.thaiairways.com

Photo Credit: Geoffey Bawa Trust
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CURATOR’S PICK

THE DALI THEATRE AND MUSEUM,
KNOWN AS THE WORLD'S

MOST BIZARRE COLLECTION

OF SURREALIST ART

he Dali Theatre and Museum is a museum dedicated to artist

Salvador Dali, known as the largest art collection by Dali in

a single location. We will take you to see the work of this
most extraordinary world-class artist who turned an abandoned

theatre into a chic museum.

Photo credit: Anya C.



Salvador Dali is a surrealist
artist renowned for his
technical skills, precise
craftsmanship, striking and
bizarre images - created
one of the most unique and
breathtaking works of the century. Among the museums around
the world that display his work, the Dali Theatre and Museum or
Teatro Museo Dali, is one of the chicest of its kind because Dali
conceptualized the museum project himself and built it in his

hometown of Figueres, Catalonia, Spain.

Dali once said of this museum, “/ want my museum to be a single
block, a labyrinth, a great Surrealist object. It will be a totally
theatrical museum. The people who come to see it will leave with

the sensation of having had a theatrical dream.”
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The Dali Theatre and Museum was built in 1968 and was completed
and opened to the public in 1974. The original building was the
Figueres City Theatre. But the theatre was burned down during the
Spanish Civil War. Dali was deeply connected to this place because
when he was 14, his father organized an exhibition of his work in the
lobby of the theatre. After Dali became famous all over the world, he
returned to his hometown to create a museum that would showcase

his identity as much as possible.

The stunning grandeur and m
impressiveness of this place l .- -.mh

starts from the exterior of the

building, which is decorated
like the walls of a royal palace RN,
Mae West Lips Sofa

in fairytales. The top section

is decorated with giant eggs. Inside the museum, artworks from
every period of Dali’s life is on display — from his humble beginnings to
when he achieved success and fame. Included are paintings, sculptures
and a mechanical doll cabinet that moves when a coin is inserted.

Each artwork is displayed without any defined framework.

Photo credit: Anya C.




The art installations start from the theatre’s decorated atrium:;

adorned with huge surreal paintings that are hung to look like the

curtains of a performance stage. To the side is the Gala Nude Looking

at the Sea Which at 18 Metres Appears the President Lincoln (1975),

a deceptive painting which depicts a naked Gala (Dali’s wife) showing
her backside — but if viewed from a distance, shows the face of
US President Abraham Lincoln. As for other highlights, there is the
Mae West Lips Sofa, which mirrors the facial features of American

actress and singer Mae West.

There are more than 1,500 artworks
on display here. Anyone who likes
the work of Salvador Dali will be
especially delighted to visit this
museum. During the last five years
(1985-1989) of his life, Dali lived
here. His body is buried in a crypt

below the stage of this museum.

Photo credit: Anya C.
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Location: Figueres is located approximately 140 kilometers from Barcelona.
There are trains and buses available throughout the day.

Opening hours: 10:30-18:00 Tuesday till Sunday (closed on Mondays).
It is recommended to reserve tickets in advance.
See details at www.salvador-dali.org
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Dali Jewels

After viewing the artworks in the Dali Theatre and Museum, be sure to check out
the dolly jewels, display of 39 pieces of Surrealist jewelry that Dali designed, as
well as their sketches. The entrance is separate from the main museum.
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Thai Airways, in cooperation with Star Alliance partner provide daily flight from Bangkok to Barcelona via Istanbul.
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More wonderful place recommendations at sawasdee.thaiairways.com

Photo credit: Anya C.
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ART AND
CULTURE

A unique embroidery of Hungary

mbroidery in Hungary is considered a form of folk art known all
over the world for its beauty and sophistication which requires
an eclectic range of craftsmanship and technical expertise. Both
embroidery and earthenware, in addition to wood carving, stucco work
and weaving have been passed down from generation to generation — all
of which reflect the cultural heritage of Hungary. Hungarian embroidery
is recognized throughout the world for its intricate pattern designs

and techniques, all of which are unique to this country.

Hungarian embroidery has become famous globally for its beauty and
unique patterns thanks to the success of the Folk Art Exhibition (Magyar
NépmuUvészeti Kiallitas) held at the National Gallery in 1886 in Budapest.
Since then, it has become a cultural symbol representing ancient
traditions of Hungary’s indigenous people and cultural heritage of
more than 20 regions in the country. The most popular embroidered

fabric products are Matyo, Kalocsa and Mezbkovesd.




Matyo Embroidery Aau:znsUn@nilulonanunivoddonts

ﬁaﬂzﬁuﬁ’mmaqé’mﬁﬂuﬁﬁ%’ﬂiﬂﬁ"ﬂaﬂﬁaEJ
ANUEBLLAUTEAR ATOUARUILURTDUAY
wpdaBssdunainrans sinadutingnios
\3etuAuNT nsunzadnls muﬂuu%u LAY
MaveffdunenfuananIugsuLazazyion
DIUTANYIITUSTTUVDIFTINTG Lagianie
ag1989n 1 utindneadldsuniseensuly
lanlus1uniseenuuuainaied sudeou
AsNANAT danla waznadanisdndan

LONANBOILANIZA

a|

nUnvpedenissudzeideslunilanlumuantalsdLazenanyaluesaInany LLesaIn
o [ U a a dly 4 , i / . - sy
ANUATAVDINITAAUNTIANITAAUEWUUIU (Magyar NépmUlvészeti Kidllitds)
o vieRadunsnd nysyaad el we. 2429 vilsdnUnvesdinisnatedudydnual
Y9INUTTTURATUTLINAN LAY UN UL DY 9 sae o Ul sANITIRIUSTTUVRININA
19 9 N3 20 windluganis eerdnilasumnuiiensnniiga lawn Matyo, Kalocsa wae

Mezdkdvesd




The Hungarian art of embroidery

Matyo is a traditional art of embroidery unique to the Matyé community
in the northeastern region of Hungary. It features patterns in the form
of flowers, leaves, and geometric shapes. Colors used in the said
patterns are red, green, yellow, blue, and black — on either white or black
clothes. A solid embroidery technique or Satin stitch, which is similar to
the embroidery of Kalocsa in the south of Hungary, depicts florals, plants
or geometric patterns using bright colors. With a white or black canvas,
solid embroidery techniques are paired with embroidery and cutwork
and used commonly for decorating clothing apparel, shawls, tablecloths,

and napkins as such.



The embroidery of the Matyo
people was inscribed on the
Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity from UNESCO on
5 December 2012 at the 7th

meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of

the Intangible Cultural Heritage, Paris, France. This award is given

to cultural heritage that is outstanding and worthy of conservation.
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Matyo Festival

Visitors can admire the beauty of traditional Matyo embroidery
at the Matyd Museum in Mez6kdvesd, about 130 kilometers
from Budapest. It is open daily from 9:00 to 17:00 (April to
October) and 10:00 to 16:00 (November to March). There are
three ways to get to this museum:
e Car: Drive from Budapest along M3 to Gydngyads,
then turn onto M24 to Mezbkovesd, approximately
1.5 hours.
e Train: Take a direct train from Keleti train station in
Budapest to Mezbkdvesd, which takes about 2 hours.
e Bus: The bus ride from Budapest Népliget train station

to Mezb6kovesd takes about 2.5 hours.
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Where can | shop
for Hungarian embroidery?

In Mez6kovesd, Matyd embroidery can be purchased at
the Matyd Museum and the Matyo folk art market. In Budapest,
it can be bought at the Hungarian National Museum and
the Museum of Applied Arts — in addition to souvenir shops such
as the Hungarian Folk Art Shop and the Great Market Hall,
the largest and oldest market in Budapest; and Hunyadi Square
market, another old Hungarian market selling a variety of
products. Both markets are open every Monday to Saturday
(except Sundays). The price of embroidered fabrics varies,

depending on quality, size and rarity of patterns.
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Thai Airways, in cooperation with Star Alliance partner provide daily flight from Bangkok to Budapest via Istanbul.
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CHARMING
DESTINATION

IN GALLE, SRI LANKA

Take a tour of Galle, wander through an ancient city once
the fortress of Sri Lanka and see blue whales.

alle is known as the most beautiful and charming seaside
port of Sri Lanka. This romantic resort town, located only 120
kilometers from the capital of Colombo, is on the southwest
coast of Sri Lanka by the Indian Ocean. Anyone enthused by ancient
cities, history and a plethora of tourist attractions — Galle will not
disappoint you. We have six plans for you at this port city that will

leave you mesmerized.
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Galle is an important port and a coastal city with a diverse history and
culture. The atmosphere within the city zone is filled with the aura of
a fortified city in the colonial past of the Portuguese, Dutch and British.
Galle reached its height of development in the 19th century, during
the Dutch colonial period. Groote Kerk, also known as the Dutch
Reformed Church, is the oldest Protetant church still in use in the

fortified city of Galle.
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The fortress of Galle (Galle Fort) was originally built by the Portuguese
in the 16th century. It featured an earthen wall and wooden fence by
the cliff. Later, when the Dutch took over, fortifications were changed to
a strong granite wall. Also, from the original three towers, it increased
to 14 and expanded along the ocean around the city, enabling tourists
to walk and take in the beautiful views. Today, it is the largest remaining
fort in Asia and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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If you want to experience Galle up close, a city walk is highly
recommended. Mornings are preferable when the weather is not too
hot — or perhaps in the late afternoon. Old buildings look beautiful
in their colonial splendor as they bath in golden orange sunlight.
It is as if you are wandering around in Europe. City planning here is in
the form of a square grid, which makes walking around quite easy.
Along the way, there are churches, museums, cafés, and restaurants
for visitors to stop. The recommended walk routes are zones
bustling with shops, such as the Galle Lighthouse area. You can also

take a rickshaw or a tuk tuk to see the city in a different way.
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Photo credit: Amangalla

Experience colonial architecture by staying at hotels converted

from ancient buildings, such as the five-star Amangalla hotel which was

formerly a Dutch military headquarters built in the 17th century.

It later became the first Aman hotel in Sri Lanka. Another luxurious

hotel that has been beautifully renovated is The Fort Printers, formerly

a printing house transformed into a boutique hotel.
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Galle is a seaside city; therefore, it is mandatory that you enjoy fresh
seafood amongst a large variety of local cuisine to choose from. Try the
Sri Lankan-style breakfast called the hopper. Hoppers look like pancakes
but are made from fermented rice flour. Add an egg in the middle and
eat it with a curry or chutney. Also, do not forget to sip on Ceylon tea,
Sri Lanka’s finest tea. Shopaholics should visit Spa Ceylon, a shop
selling beauty products with natural ingredients. Popular item is
the organic coconut oil body scrub. Another shop is Barefoot which

has a collection of cool craftwork such as brightly colored fabrics

and clothing.
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Whales and dolphins watching in Mirissa is one of the most exciting
water activities (Mirissa is located only 35 kilometers from Galle).
The boat usually departs at 7:00-8:00 when the sun is not too hot.
Sail out into the middle of the ocean for about two hours and if luck
is on your side, you will get to meet whales and dolphins. Otherwise,
it still is a beautiful day to enjoy the spectacular scenery and a
fun-filled boat ride. On the way back, you will see local fishermen from
Koggala village, as they demonstrate how to fish on stilts (stilt fishing),

a unique sight indeed.
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Find more charming places at sawasdee.thaiairways.com
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IMMERSE YOURSELF
IN COLOMBO

Discover the soul of Sri Lanka through an unforgettable journey with THAI.
Embark on an adventure to Colombo's most captivating destinations, seamlessly connecting
to unveil the essence of this vibrant city. Immerse yourself in the country's unparalleled

natural beauty and uncover the marvels of both land and sea.
Book now and experience the true essence of Colombo with us.
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